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Principles of ature. 


‘‘ JESUS CHRIST: 
HIS POSITION IN THE UNIVERSE 
Mr. Epiror: 
first article for the reason 
Divin 


Christ, but « ju ally against the Scriptures 


character of Jesu 
Thi 


opened too wide a field; and one in which, a 


ground against the 


I believed, the readers of your journal being the 
jury, the burden of proof would fall on him 


them are at all inclined to throw the Bible away, | know it by observation, not by reason 


r to place its sublime revelations in the cate- | consciousness tells us there is a God; but any 


gory of dreams 


article : TTY > i T 
In his second article, Dr. C. makes a person- | reach both of consciousnes 


a! call on me, which I do not feel at liberty to 
decline 


setting myself right with him. 


I can not, however, spend words in 
If he will re- 
read my article he will at least discover that I 
not only fully acknowledge the contradictory 
character of the testimony of spirits, but that I 
lso compare some of those contradictions, and 
ndeavor to account for them. His question as 


The na- 


ture of punishment would require an article by 


Spheres I reply to with pleasure 
itself. But while the punishments of the Penal 
Spheres are without doubt the natural conse- 
quences of violated law, and the reign of evil 
passions, it is certain that God restrains eyil 
within bounds, with the hand of a Sovereign. 
So far as is necessary to accomplish this, He 
punishes direct: Witness the flood, and the 
judgments visited on the Israelites, and the 
idolatrous nations around them 


been 


In the several divisions which have 


given, of that part of the Spiritual World most 
intimately connected with us, that which I am 
most inclined to accept, describes this earth 


as surrounded and inclosed by four other spheres, | 
at different distances from each other, and of £o | 
refined a nature as to be to us transparent 


The upper halves of these four spheres, or the | 


halves which are always in conjunction with the 
ultimate Heavens, beginning with the one near- 
eat the earth, are denominated the fourth, fifth, 


sixth and seventh, or the redeemed, spheres 


Leaving the outer one of the opposite halves, 


whose office as yet does not seem to be very | 


clearly defined, and passing toward the carth, | 
we find what are termed the first, second and | 


third, called also the penal or unredeemed 
spheres. This earth being an elementary phys- 
ical sphere, is not included in the spiritual di- 
visions. 

I come now to the great question itself. Is 
With Dr. C. the testimony | 
Others, who 


Jesus Christ God 7 
of the Bible is of little account. 
still have faith in that ancient book, I beg to 
refer to the article signed “ W.”’, in the Tere- 
craru of Jan. 1. There, Dr. C.’s declaration 
that Christ himself never claimed to be God, is 


I did not reply to Dr. Cory’s 
that it not only tool 


I | if it will nourish the body, and reason is equally 
can not believe that any considerable number of | mute 


| particles adbere like those of a stone ? 


THE 


and twenty years ago the supposition that two [n continuing our study of ourselves, we per- 
persons could converse together a hundred miles ceive that we deve lop, and increase in knowl- 
sort, from the cradle to the grave 


apart, would have been considered utterly ri- | edge of some 


We that the office of reason | We see that the infant is innocent and pure; 


is not to furnish us 


diculous thus see 


with facts. Reason could | but there comes a time when he commits a 
wrong, followed by many wrongs, and stands 


He has had a fall; 


and whether the first man, whom we call Adam, 


such men as Alexander 


that 


never inform us that 


und Cæsar ever lived; there is such a guilty before God and man 


*| place in England as London; or such a place 
fell precisely in the way narrated in Scripture, 


5\in Italy as Rome. Plant a seed in the ground, 


5| and ask reason if it will become a tree; and/or not, we may be sure that, like the infant, he 


` | reason is dumb. Swallow food, and ask reason 
Maker, and regarded the author of his being 
that he transferred his affections 


We know the fact in both cases, but we | with affection ; 


Our | to other objects, and fell; either by reason of 
external temptation, or ambitious thoughts of 
events in the life of that Being, are beyond the | his own; and that, in either case, God was not 
If we 


know aught of them, it must be by revelation 


sand reason the Being who tempted him to sin 

But God is merciful, why did he not forgive 
He may have taken a human body a thousand | him, and restore him? Forgiveness alone would 
times, and our reason know nothing about it 
Adam had given his love to 


The office of Reason, then, is to deal with | was impossible 


facta, It poss 


ower ; it may reject, and often does, to its own 


esses a yeto | Other objects than his Creator; he could no 


not to discover them 
longer endure His presence ; he desired to be 


where God was not; and the statement of the 


great injury. It is a monarch, but the correct- 


ness of its judgments depends on the facts within Record that he hid away from His sight, is as 
its reach, and its capacity to classify, compare, philosophical as it probably is literally correct 


|and draw conclusions from those facts. Reason | No one, bere or hereafter, will willingly submit 


[takes Man as it finds him, a walking, thinking | to associate with those who are unpleasant to 


|thing; but How he walks, or Aow the thinks ; his tastes, whose presence is a rebuke to him. 


how his spirit communicates with, and moves} Man having changed the object of his affec- 
| bis body about, or the process by which his| tions, God himself, so to speak, could not com- 
ļspirit is clothed with a body at all, are alike in- | pel those affections back upon himself. He 
| comprehensible teason looks on a stone, | could only attract them back. He could restrain 
[and asks, Fow do its particles adhere ? 
[on common earth, and asks, Why do not its| restrain man’s actions and influence them ; but 
It can | his affections could only be regained, by an ex- 
get no answer ; for the firat Aow in Nature has | hibition on the part of Deity, of the loveable- 
never yet been discovered. So Reason takes | ness of his own character, and his unchangable 
stones, and earth, and man, and everything else, | sympathy and love for the human family. And 
as it finds them, notes their qualities and uses, | here it is that we find the first link in a solution 
and in this way furnishes itself with material for | of the great problem of the Divine Incarna- 
tion 


That God should assume the form of Man, 


its use, and an appropriate field for its exercise 
Hence it is that the question of the Divine In- 
carnation is not properly a question of Reason, | and manifest Himself in the flesh, for the bene- 
but a question of fact, to be established or re- | fit of the Human Family, it is thus seen, is by 
Bat the great 


do so small a thing as to explain to “us how we | fact asserted in Scripture, that Evil was already 


jected on testimony. Until our philosophy can | no means repugnant to Reason 
crook our fingers, it is hardly worth our while [in the Universe, before man was created, ren- 
to reject, against testimony, any claimed fact | ders the presumption in favor of the surprising 
whatever, on the ground that it is unphilosophi- | act, ten fold stronger. And what is there in- 
cal 
are very unreasonable to our reason are, at the | Heaven should revolt? The angels love and 
same time, very true obey God, not because they are compelled to 

We (that is, mankind) find ourselves in being. | love and obey him. 
Our consciousness is the beginning and founda- 
tion of all our knowledge. which we try our human relations 


We build every- 
thing onthat. We are conscious that we exist. 
We are conscious there is a God, and that we | liberty to change; and without doubt the law 
are responsible to Him. We are conscious of 
our immortality. We are conscious of entire 
freedom to think, act, and love. If we are not 


free, then we are not responsible ; and the Dei- 
; F ; 


BEGIN 


was pure when he came from the hand of his | 


s | 
have done no good, and a restotation by force | 


It looks | the consequences of the transgression, He could 


Every day proves that many things which | credible in the supposition that an Angel of 


Such love and obedience | connection between cause and effect; and that 
would be infinitely beneath the standard by | God has left the desperate wants of his crea- | points still remain to be considered, if we would 
If not com- | tures, to be supplied by the accidental halluci-| place the conclusion in its strongest light, It 
pelled, then, the inhabitants of Heaven are at | nation of a redeemer. 


of the Freedom of the Affections, growing as it | that Christ’s teachings are valuable, profess to | Jesus Christ is God. 
does out of their very nature, is universal—the | find in the idea of human development, all that | ken bits of wood, or torn edges of paper, and 
same in heaven as on earth. The Bible account| js necessary for man, Reason, philosophy and ob- find that they match, we conclude with certainty 
of fallen Angels, is hence seen to be in strict | servation, condemn this expectation, 


— 
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within bounds, but bounds which would give (unworthy objects, and associate ourselves with 
him room for the full exercise of all bis boasted | other and better ones 
powers ~ 


If we persevere ulti- 
and it follows, if man fell through hia mately we begin to cleave to our new associa- 
wiles, that he fell in some sort a martyr to God’s | tions, and discover that we are effecting a reform, 
cause. Not that Man’s guilt was thus prevented ; | Buta complete triumph of this kind is the great- 
but the circumstances would be in every way | est and most difficult achievement of life 

calculated to call forth the strongest sympathy| In the next life, those whose affections are 
and effort on the part of the Deity, in his be-| wedded to evil, and those who love God and 
half. 


at me, morning, noon and night; but finding | ions 


Let me illustrate. My enemy is aiming | good, will hardly choose each other as compan- 
Here, they are not fond of being together ; 
(me invulnerable to his shafts, he waylays my | and there, where we suppose everything to be 
(innocent son, and poisons him, body and mind. |transparent, and each one to sail under his 
Under these circumstances, even though no tie | proper colors, the separation will be more obvi- 
[of relationship existed, would I not fly to him, |ous. On a common principle of our nature, 
| would [ not comfort him with hope, would I |that like cleaves to like, called affinity, the 
(not make every effort to heal and purify bim | righteous will flow together in one direction, and 
|in my power ? and if wounded unto death, would | the wicked in another. This separation of 
| I not even lay down my own life, if it were pos-|abode constitutes what is called in the Bible, 
Heaven and Hell, and in the modern spiritual 
That God did actually take on himself hu- parlance, redeemed and penal spheres; and if 
| manity, finds startling and irresistable confirma- | ^0 inhabitant of a penal sphere, found it difi- 
| tion in the fact—established of our own knowl- | Cult to reform his affections, while here on the 


|sible, to save him ? 


| edge in the history of our own times, and by the earth, how much more difficult must it be for 


Í records of every century back to the Christian him there, after he has wholly given himself over 
era, and from that point still back to the fall— | the companionship of bis loves and other spir- 


its as degraded as himself? Still reform is pos- 


that the story of the God-Man, and redemption |" 
| through his blood has, through the whole period, sible. God will never place any obstacle in the 
|been the active agency at work in turning the | ¥°Y ot man’s becoming better ; but the question 
| cstranged hearts of the children of men back |}, Will he ever make the vigorous and persist- 


[upon their maker. The patriarchs of old looked | °™t effort necessary to success? Development 


forward to the time when the great promised | Wil Hovor do it; he is developing in precisely 
ransom should be consummated, ard their hearts | the wrong direction. He must grapple with his 
| vile affections, and tear them bleeding by the 
| roots, from the unworthy objects on which they 
are centered ; and the question still is, will he 


i 
S armed and softened as they gazed. The mod- 
ern world looks back to the sacrifice of the cross 
on Calvary, and old and young, the little child 
| and the sage, alike find their affections stirred, 
and turned in the direction of the Unseen God. | 
That Jesus Christ was God manifest in the | °* his will, away from every thing he loves, and 
flesh, it is thus seen, harmonizes with the history [ask God whom he hates, to take him by the 
of the, Yond trom: the Pering? eriin (hand and help him along on the slow, and toil- 
|some, and repentant road toward a better land 

and a better hfe 7 


’ 


| ever, ever, muster courage and manhood enough 
to do it—to turn himself squarely, by the force 


| great historical facts which are otherwise inex- 
; harmonizes with the condition and 
| wants of the human race, harmonizes with rea- 
[son and probability, and with the motives and | pellation Son of Man, “ which he usually ap- 
compassion we may well suppose to have ope- | plied to himself,” indeed has no “‘ pertinency ;” 
To declare him a| but if we consider him as God manifest in the 


plicable - 
If we consider Christ as mere man, the ap- 


rated on the Divine Mind. 
| man, merely, “ of an extraordinary combination | flesh, the term at once becomes one of great 
of fineness of temperament and perfection of | significance and endearment. We love to re- 
moral and physical organization,” is to affirm | gard him in that light; we love to have him 
hat the facts of history need not match; that |thus regard himself. It binds us to him bya 


|t : 
ithe great element at work for six thousand years | Common bond, makes him our brother, and re- 
lin the reformation of the world, individuals and | moves the seeming infinite distance between our- 
states, is a fiction; that there is no necessary selves and the sympathies of God. 

But here our article must close, while many 


has been seen that instead of condemning, rea- 
But there are those who, while they nimik og and philosophy affirm the proposition, that 
If we compare two bro- 


The ty-| that they formerly belonged together. If we 


ty, instead of peopling His Universe with indi- 


' i ’ H H » + oe : ’ * , * * 
Christ’s language relat- | Via, alized intelligences, has filled it with sen- 


sufficiently answered 


accordance with probability and reason; and if |rants and wicked of the earth, from Herod and | find a great alleged fact standing out in history, 
a high angel, as Satan is represented to have | Nero, the accomplished pupil of Seneca, to Mon- | on which the affairs of the world have hinged, 


ing to himself, is: “ Before Abraham was, 
am.” “ He that hath seen me, hath seen the 
Father.” “I and my Father are One.” Here 
resting the Bible argument, I propose to ex- 
amine the question, as insisted on by Dr. C., in 
its philosophical aspeets, 


tient machines, to suffer, groan and die for His 


recreation. He who denies that he has freedom 


been, were to revolt, and set God at defiance, [roe Edwards, have not lacked development. 
it is clear that he must first have become pos-| Often in varied knowledge, strength of their af- 


to think, can not pretend to form an opinion ;|seased with the insane idea that he could get | fections, and intellectual power, have known no 


and to claim the respect of others for such an 
opinion, would be the hight of impertinence, 
The position of such a one is a contradiction in 


on independent of God ; and, with a fair chance, | superior ; and still, the longer they lived, and the 
could become a God himself. 
the terrible consequence of rebellion and sin} Intellect and affections alike were stimulated to 


If 80, and that greater the development, the worse men they became 


and with which all that we can learn of past, and 
all that we observe in the present and all that 


| we can discern of the future, match and fall into 
harmonious relations, we may with equal cer- 
tainty conclude the fact to be real; and he who 


denies it, does not magnify the claims of reason 


PJILOBOPHY OF THE INCARNATION, 
We are here to make use of our Reason, and | is obliged to admit that he is free to make the 

to bring Revelation into judgment before it. | denial. 
But first it is needful to define what Reason is, Consciousness, observation and God’s dealings 
and to determine ite proper field of exercise. | with man, harmonize in declaring us free agents. 
The world is supposed to have stood about six | Our freedom is also equally provable from the 
thousand years It has taken a large part of| quality of our affections. These in their very 
that time to demonstrate to its inhabitants that | nature are independent—they can not be com- 


itself; for before he can deny his freedom, he | might be worked out before His whole Universe, | the utmost; until they demanded treasure and 


upon the human mind ; but cuts himself adrift; 
and there stand as a beacon of warning forever, | the immolation of purity and innocence, to sat- without compass or rudder ; and is like one who 
as well as his own boundless resources and com- isfy their appetites. | doubts the evidence of his eyes, when the leaves 


passion become manifest, is there anything irra- It is evident that development can never take | move, because he can not also see the wind. 


tional in the supposition that the Deity, instead [such men to God; and it is hopeless to expect J. R. Orton. 
of crushing Satau at a blow, as He swept away | that pure affections will ever spring up of them- Brooxryn, Jan. 5, 1853 
the antediluvian world, should give him time | selves in such a soil. If the affections had never — e0 


and tether, and allow his experiment to be| been developed at all, there would be hope; but} Bæ Angels come and lead us away to the 


the sphere they occupy is round; and many|pelled. We love things because they conform 


millions, it is probable, still believe it to be flat. | to our tastes; and no amount of force whatever 
A oe ntury ago the idea of propelling ships and | could compel one of us to love an object which 
carriages by steam, was repugnant to reason ;| we hate. 


| vanquished immediately, but to be restrained | exert a strong will, separate ourselves from the quent its courts and worship at 


tried ? they were not only developed, but gorged. | very confines of mortal being, that we may stand 
Satan as the origin, is henceforward the rep-| What is to change their objects? In this life | for a brief season by the veiled portals of the in- 
resentation of evil, and God’s enemy ; not to be | when we determine to reform our affections, we visible, and question the radiant beings whe fre- 


its shrine 


rer 
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yen \cedR mame £2 ft T - í i 
> | : . 4 On t niebt t she mroner to bring them together 
SFRRA AE ai, £ P.8 BP. LE Ha 5 = gt Į p ing u ¢ in c i 
» 3 nect hey have any significance, | Thoughts on ‘‘Ghost Literature," Inspira- 
aa a , ex tepirits have been| tions, Od-force, Thomas Paine, Spirtnal 
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: A tals in all ages. and| Manifestations, &c. 
` ll ages, an e% ; <S nae! 
EBRITTAN AND RICHMOND'S DISCUSSION i < a y z In discussing the sublime truths of modera 
— i ‘der Spirit inlism, the Orthodox press assumes either 
~ aii = à ible einn ; iy holy horror or supreme contempt, mixed with 
y pt n str gross abuse Waiving its claim to Christianity 
t n 
: I re pow and decency, there is no inconsistency in this 
> ; TANE `I H : | It professes to believe that when the last word 
i \ ] a sing x t rs. ( 7 Pat feo’ ‘ pa - 
i j à : a z - l Sok oelha ‘ine Seth of the New Testament was written, the curtam 
n ald ` l been nd itl m x iot incumbent on me, é ; : ; 
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i > a oO t heh Ww Par thie enn. J anything beyond the single fact of the inter-| arth’? inhabitants, except such as could be 
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t spir : i Indeed, | wt 1 to warn | that son great danger was impend- | the less, be interesting to observe that, the fore- | the Jews and early . hristians. This, as I have 
this -4 r ‘ rd, but not with his outward | going ex ample s disclose three distinct modes of} * rid, is consistent with the Orthodox f ith; but 
asl i r . prot I I yself that prayed.’ } sid, ‘tl yperation which may be thus distinguished : the believer in the mission of Spirits was not 
tio r r -da y x yond ng I am ipable of nposing—it spoke 1. The organs of men and animals are used ahd red for such an article as appeared in the 
f ł i x ` ind pr i that for tl n the production of arti ilat nd In thi Tribu emi-weekly, December 24,) headed, 
of i y and sug » the pr ction of iculate sounds 8 ` \ aes 
x wed rht be t l I Pr case the spirit é pport acts on the electrical t Ghost Literature.”’ It is freely conc eded that 
P . = . À ‘ p! } r ut | Ti : ee ae 
a ign l ł ł shen Mr J. sw about to rees of the nervous system and distributes | °°™* of this kind of literature is not of : oe: 
= are OF , and ar > hing |} in its ap- | them, so as to produce muscular action without high order ; it needs a litt pruning, ne = 
li senal identity by a it variety j i l 18] were excit He hesitated, but at last|the agency, and, very often, in opposition te the | tinged with the color of the medium throngh 
i x : i k } à i : ` ; É ; “oe . thic it is sceive 3 il 0 ie Si 
evid forded is of th i ry mature, and t tional be- | took half the prescribed juantity This, however, was speedily fellowed | rigorous af of the medi Of this particu- whic h it is received But will n p tt eR 
li attempting to f a theory of his own, merely honors | by the most alarming symptoms; the chemist had made a mistake, the | tar class, only a single example occurs in this objection apply to all Laid and sayings . am 
th B l m mpound contained a de idly poison, and notwithstanding the smallness | letter, the one cited from the book of Num- | ing to be inspired ? There is a mixture in them 
Withont 3 Y F l h iti with irvived its effects. —(Night-side | bers all, the rhapsodies of the Bible writers not ex- 
a | i : ` | cepte g se writings have hac > ad- 
as, ID my ig r te th slaims of the piritual id I find f Na pp. 82, 85, 87 2. Another mode is by acting from within the cepted, though those writing: have had R ad 
iy > Pa So et : dika ; 5 pS ° ° 7 " ` alterations. « itions, í substrac- 
that pur} 4 xtremely merous, | | The] f Jung Stilling affords many interesting examples of Spiri- | subject on the sensational medium, in such a [Vantage of alterations, additions, and , n 
à . \ i s : i . S , > F io r any ages, by an as well as 
l w I amr ] in these letters, w ly enable me t 1a] intercourse and guardianship, one of which I will briefly state, as it | manner as to produce a kind of sensation very tions through many ages, by human sy x ia 
r letters, ) : 3 s > . ’ > x ~ | by allere niri Df peg ret it wou 
i w examples of each particular class. The presence of an illustrates the particular phase of the Spiritual phenomena treated of in | Much resembling the external hearing, and known by alleged spiritual means ; and a = te 
i ; > : : ` | ; : » easy a re is yok in the 
r rence has n frequently been indicated by vocat| this letter. Stilling, having occasion to address his friend Hess, felt, |as the inferior voice. It is not improbable that be easy to show that there is not a boo blind? 
< g : TS : w New Teste ania that g Pg t dly 
f ] nt character. Many persons in dif-| while he was writing, a deep interior sensation, as though a strange voice the ‘still small voice which succeeded the Old or New Testaments that a person not b EY 
snd countries have heard voices, both strange and familiar, | had spoken within him, assuring him that his friend ‘ Lavater would | tempest, the earthquake and the fire in Horeb, fy abs ection could not a = t 
: F RER = rs a ` = . s Sor Bt ah “hic Ero ` $ | manner employed in the article headed ** Obos 
am z ia the a psy hical forms of persons known | experience a bloody death He therefore communicated this impres- wasa phenomenon of this desc ription The cases | tenhi P y a ie article he at Enis 
z . n hi G 5 ; . ain erature Many passag ` prop 
to have departed this life, while, on other occasions, these mystical ut- sion in his letter to Hess. Two months after, Lavater was mortally | of Mr. J. who took poison, and of Jung Stilling, | ~ Ladin tel eta PA a r arat a, ae 
å art tal te, woue, t » t J at | 5 : A n ~ Weis are absolute ay ù 7 sense Anpa 
form was dis- {wounded by a Swiss grenadier manifestly belong to this class, and are striking | “© #950tutety devoid ot any sense a ae 
í that the reason or understanding of man cam 


terances bave occurred with equal distinctness when no 


examples 


cernible. The examples which I shall present on the present occasion] Captain Griffith, commander of a New-Orleans and New-York packet | Ei 
will be chiefly of th latter class. I shall select, from those that come ship, gave me several remarkable incidents in his experience, which 3. Another and more general mode of opera- | “* 
to my 1 while writing, such facts as will thout | clearly indicate the guardianship of spirits. I will here introduce a | tion, appears to consist in producing electrical aps 
regard to the time and place of their occurrence, my object being to single example. Captain G. retired one night while at sea, with a fresh | disturbances on the auditory nerve, as in the or- |` d 
The weather was not favorable, but|dinary process of sensation. However, I am 


breeze blowing toward the land. 
my friend presuming that he was several hundred miles from shore, ap- 
He had been in his berth a short time, and was | 


show that spirits have often spoken to men. I shall first instance, 


briefly, a few cases recorded in the Scriptures 

In the book of Genesis we have an account of the expulsion of Hagar prehended no danger 
and her son from the household of Abraham. They were driven into 
the wilderness and left to wander without the means of subsistence ; and | aroused by a cry of “ Breakers ahead !” : 
Hagar, in despair, sat down and wept, saying, “ Let me not see the but finding that al] was right, returned to his room. He had well nigh | 
death of the child.” Then an angel “called to her out of heaven,” composed himself and was beginning to feel drowsy, when he was again 
or from above, and ministered to her wants. 

In Numbers, chapter xxii, we have a remarkable account of the ap- 
pearance of an angelic personage to Balaam. The presence of the spirit 
was indicated by his wonderful control of the organs over the beast—the 
dumb animal, whereon the magician rode, being impelled to speak in| 
an audible and intelligent manner. 

Elijah was a medium for spiritual communications. 
the nineteenth chapter of the First Book of Kings, that a spirit came to 


influence of sleep, when he was suddenly 


beginning to yield te the 
He started and ran on deck, 


He went on deck, as before, but could 
He had partially | 


| disturbed in a similar manner. 
| perceive no danger, and again he retired to his berth. 
| lost his outward consciousness, when he was once more startled by the 
He new thought he perceived a light under the | 


He proceeded | 


| same terrible cry ! 
lee, and that he heard the hoarse sound of the breakers. 
to the deck for the third time, and glancing to the leeward he actually 
descried the light, and could plainly distinguish by the sound of the 
waves that he was rapidly approaching the shore. The watch had not| 


It is related in 


persuaded that, these effects may be produced} dot 


in two ways, and yet the observer may be una-| 
ble to distinguish the difference, for the reason | me 
that the sensational phenomena, of which alone 
he is qualified to judge, are in all respects the 


The spirit may disturb the elements |°" 


same. 


that compose the atmosphere and the sensorium ES 


th 
ca 
di 
to 
G 


may be impressed by the undulations of the at- 
mospheric mediuin, as in the ordinary produc- 
tion of sound ; or, the intelligence may act di- 
rectly on the auditory nerve causing the same 
nervous and cerebral excitation. The examples 
comprehended in this letter, and not previously 


classified, appear to be illustrations of the third = 


scerned.” 


c cognizance of. (See Isa., 7th chap., 10th 
se, to the end, and Hos. Ist chap., 2d and 
What would the Hon. H. Greeley 


verses, ) 


say to such inspiration? and yet he can noè 


ibt, neither do I, that Isaiah and Hosea were 


| favored mediums of divine communications with 


Perhaps, however, I may not be capable of 


giving a reliable opinion on inspiration, ancient 


modern. Paul says, (1 Cor. 2d chap., 14th 
rse,) the natural man 
ings, they are foolishness to him; ‘‘ neither 
n he know them, because they are spiritually 
May not it be this want of ability 
appreciate spiritual truth that induced friend 
reeley to sanction the article above alluded to- 


can not receive these 


Some men can not distinguish colors apart ; but 


n I therefore justified in making sport of my 


neighbor, who is at fault between green and 


discovered the danger 


Captain Griffith was the first to give the alarm, 


| general mode of spiritual-yocal communication. 


him and directed him to take food before starting on a journey to Mount 
Horeb. Subsequently, and during his stay in the mountain, he was 
again addressed in a “still small voice,” which, according to the 
account, emanated from an inhabitant of the Spirit-world 

In the fourth chapter of Job we have the following sublime descrip- 
tion of an interview with a spirit: ‘‘ In thoughts from the visions of the | 
night, when deep sleep falleth on men, fear came upon me, and trem- 
bling, which made all my bones to shake. Then a spirit passed before | 
my face ; the hair of my flesh stood up. It stood still, but I could not 
discern the form thereof: an image was before mine eyes; there was 
silence, and I heard a voice saying: ‘Shall mortal man be more just 
than God? Shall a man be more pure than his Maker?’” In this | 
ease the sense of hearing appears to have been most successfully 
addressed, the occult presence being but imperfectly disclosed to the 
vision. There was an image before the eye, but it was dim and shad- 
owy, the precsse outline not being distinguishable. 

In the fourth chapter of Daniel it is said that, while the king of Bab- 
ylon was vainly boasting of the magnitude of his power and the glory of 
his empire, “‘ there fell a voice from Heaven, saying, O, King Nebuchad- 
nezzar, to thee it is spoken; the kingdom is departed from thee, &c.” 
Agreeably to the narrative the king was immediately driven from his 
palace to herd with the beasts of the field, and thus the prediction was | 
signally verified. 

Saul being on his journey to Damascus, to persecute the believers in 
Spiritualism, was suddenly arrested by Spiritual agency, and he heard a 
voice saying unto him, ‘‘ Saul, Saul, why persecutest thoume?” There 
are many similar examples recorded in the Jewish scriptures, but I must 
have recourse to other authors and to the unpublished records of human 


The ordinary laws and processes of Nature are 
rocks in changing the direction of the ship. It certainly will not be pretended 


| = es a | + oye i ~ N . es. 
In the Sprrituat TeLecrarn of September 4th, 1852, D. J. Man- that their prevailing modes of operation have 
ever been varied so as to conform to the partic- 


[ular desires of men. The very persons who 
have studied the principles of the outward uni- 
verse most profoundly, have been accustomed 
to reject such facts as I have introduced in this 
letter, because, in their judgment, nature has 
never produced any analogous phenomena. It 
surely will not be alleged tbat these mysterious 
voices were the result of any species of fraud 
Neither will the rational mind regard them as 
mere creatures of the imagination, since it can 
not be shown that any of the parties who were 
the living witnesses were expecting to be ad- 
dressed in this peculiar manner, or that they 
could have anticipated the occurrence of the 
I trust that no one will résort to the 


and to issue the order ‘ to round to,’ and he very narrowly escaped the | 
| ep 
| uniform. 


| dell relates a singular fact, concerning a young man in Massachusetts, 
who had sometime before buried his father. The youth had been in 
the habit of treating his mother with marked unkindness. 
conduct was continued until it became the theme of common remark in 
the neighborhood. One day this undutiful son came in from his work, 
and, with an air of uncommon solemnity, he said to his mother, ‘ I 
shall never treat you ill again.” Mr. Mandell learned on inquiry that, 
“ the son had been warned by the voice of his deceased father, when 
Subsequently, what purported to be the spirit of the 


This mis- 


in the open air.” 
father communicated the following, which the invisible intelligence dc- 
clared to be the words he bad addressed to his son, and which had so 
affected the latter : Go and 
do better hereafter, or I will appear to you ! 


I have seen your treatment to your mother. 
y 


Some time since a friend gave me an account of a most interesting 
incident in the life of a Methodist clergyman, which I will introduce in 
this connection. My friend had the story from a reliable source, and 
I believe it to be well authenticated, though I can not at this moment | 
recall the name of the preacher, or the precise locality of the occurrence. 
The clergyman, who, I am informed, is still living and resides in this 
country, was traveling on horseback in the north of England, when the 
It was winter, and a severe snow storm 


facts. 


evidence of the senses was deceptive. 


interesting incident occurred. 
prevailed at the time. He was pursuing an unfrequented road which 
was obscured by the heavy fall of snow. 
deepening gloom rendered it impossible to determine whether he was 


| self-deception. 


Evening came on and the 
and to trifle with the whole subject. 


absurd assumption that, in all these cases, the 
Neither 
the human mind nor body could have produced 
the results, by any involuntary action, or in 
such a manner as to occasion an unconscious 
To indulge in such a conjecture 
is to transcend the utmost limit of probabilities, 
It will 


riding in the right direction. ° However, he continued to wander on, 
though unable to perceive any sign of a human habitation, and doubtful 
whether he was every moment drawing nearer to his destination or to 


experience for further illustrations. 
The founder of the Pythagorean philosophy, who lived some six hun- 


avail nothing to refer to other facts of a doubt- 
ful or spurious character; it is useless, more- 
over, to prove that some men are sick and oth- 


force. 
to common mortals the way in which Dr. Rich- 


brown ? 
But, it may be said, what has spiritual truth 
to do with the silly communications from ‘‘ de- 
funct uncles, aunts, grandams and posterity ? °> 
or, with “ the new winks, blinks, squeezes of the 
hand, and slaps on the back, vouchsafed to 
them from the transmortuary world?” Tomy 
mind it would be just as wise to ask why the 
good and evil, or less good, are so intimately 
mixed in everything that our eyes see, or our 
hands handle? Why was not the inspiration of 
Moses, Samuel, Job, David, the Prophets, Jesus 
Christ, Paul, Peter, John, &c., all of one kind? 
—why was it not harmonious in every respect? 
and of a kind that T. Paine, H. Greeley, S. B. 
Brittan and Dr. Richmond, jointly and severally, 
could not pick a flawin? Why? Simply be- 
cause such a thing would be impossible, with- 
out a new creation of the world of mind. If, 
then, the sublime inspiration of the Bible, on 
which the world’s faith in the future is mainly 
built, is to mortal ken and wisdom, such a very 
vulnerable thing, ought it to astonish any one 
that the recent communications from another 
state of being should fail in carrying conviction 
to the interested and prejudiced hosts ot the 
world, priest, professor, and profane. 

I must now say a word or two about the od- 
However strange and incomprehensible 


dred years before Christ, was, on one occasion, crossing the river Nessus, 
with a number of his personal friends and disciples, when a loud voice 
was heard by the entire company, apparently proceeding from the 
bosom of the waters, saying, ‘ Hail Pythagoras!” el 

Josephus, in his account of the Jewish wars, relates that before the 
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, and while the priests were 
performing the rites of the Temple-worship, there was heard within the 


destruction 
outward forms, in her soft mantle woven of the shadows, and the tray- 


some apprehension, and his fears struggled with his confidence in the 
Divine Providence, when—suddenly—his meditations were interrupted 
by a loud voice, that seemed to come from the upper air, with the start- 


mond handles this od-force may be, yet after 
all, it may subserve a valuable purpose. The 
reading of his articles can not fail to drive away 


ers credulous, or that jugglers may deceive 
those who are unpractised in their arts. J desire 


to admit all this in advance, that my friend may 
I now re- | the hypo, if the reader is affected that way, by 


At length, night invested the dreary landscape and all 


er began to realize more deeply the nature of his situation. He felt 
be spared so much wnnecessary labor. 
spectfully submit that there are but three ways making him laugh, only to think of the all- 
to dispose of the particular facts, to,which your! powerful od making a girl sing and a bedstead 


attention is here invited : First, prove that they | dance at the same time, and keeping it up so 


The voice uttered, as nearly as I can 
Stop! Stop! 


ling power of a trumpet-blast. 
remember, the following emphatic words: ‘Stop! 
The horse stood still, and 


hallowed precincts, mysterious voices, as of an invisible multitude. say- 
ing, “Let us go hence.” 

Swedenborg, during the last twenty-nine years of his life, was accus- 
tomed to converse with Spirits, who often appeared and spoke to him |his rider instinctively obeyiug the voice turned the animal round, when 
like other men. His first experience of this kind occurred in 1743, | he perceived, a little off from the direction he had come, a light that 
while he was dining at a hotel in London. He states in a letter to a| seemed to indicate the locality of a dwelling. Instantly inspired with 
friend that, while eating he was suddenly startled by a loud voice from | the hope of finding a place of security from the dangers of the night, he 


a spirit in the corner of the room, who warned him not to indulge his | directed his steps toward the light, and soon found that it shone from 
the window of a cottage, where he obtained a comfortable shelter. The 


Turn about! Turn about! Turn about!” 


appetite too freely. 

Mrs. Crowe has collected a great variety of facts of Spiritual inter- | Storm subsided about the same hour, and on the following morning, the 
course, most of which will admit of no explanation on the principles of | tracks of the horse being distinctly visible, he felt a curiosity to visit the 
physical nature. I will select three examples, from among a large | Spot where he was arrested by the mysterious voice. Accordingly, he 


number equally interesting, to further illustrate the ability of Spirits to pursued the path to its termination, and was utterly amazed to find him- 
self standing on the very brink of a chalk cliff some two hundred feet 


speak in an audible yoice, 
“ Grotius relates that When Mr. de Saumaise was councillor of the | above the water ! 


parliament at Dijon, a person, who knew not a word of Greek, brought | plunged into the abyss below ! 


Had he proceeded ten feet further he would have 


are not facts; Second, admit the reality of the 
phenomena, and account for their occurrence 
without spiritual agency ; or, Finally, the facts 
must be accepted, and their peculiar claims 
respectfully acknowledged. 

In my analysis I shall venture, in all cases, 
to regard the nature of the phenomena under 
discussion, and to disregard all extrinsic circum- 
stances. The undeveloped mind is accustomed 
to repose on mere externals. It respects the 
truth on account of the medium, or on the au- 
thority of the record, rather than for anything 
intrinsic in itself. This is wrong. Reason and | 
conscience require us to valuo the facts for the 
reason that they are facts, and for nothing else. 
I shall not stop to inquire whether the truth | 
has been endorsed by great names, or to ascer- 
tain if it be under the seal of the councils. It 


long that the bedstead got fairly tired out. 
Well, seriously, if the omnipotent od did really 
do all the things ascribed to it by Dr. R., I think 
the learned discoverer would have been justified 
if he had added another letter to the left of the 
od ; for if all things now occurring, and supposed 
to be spiritual, are caused by this force, why 
might not the vail of the temple have been 
rent in twain by it? the darkness from the 6th 
to the 9th hour have been caused byit? the 
rocks rent and the graves opened by it? and 
the spirits which slept have been lifted out by 
it and carried into the holy city, appearing to 
many? (See Matt. chap. 27, ver. 45 to 53.) 

As it is desirable that things should go by 


_ as he could, 


him a paper on which was written some words in that language, but not| But I must here conclude my citation of facts, in illustration of this 
ir the character. He said that a voice had uttered them to him in the | particular phase of the Spiritual phenomena. 
night, and that he had written them down, imitating the sound as well equally well adapted to my purpose, crowd upon me, but T am wanting 
Mons. de Saumaise made out that the signification of the |in the space to record them. It will readily be perceived that, the 


Many other examples, | PAY be reviled and persecuted of men ; but 
I will religiously observe its claims. 
Yours, fraternally, 


S. B. BRITTAN. 


words was, ‘Begone! do you not see that death impends?? Without | facts already adduced are of the same general class; hence, though scat- 


it bears the image and superscription of Heaven, | 


their right names, and every person and thing 
have tho credit of its own acts, I would propose 
that, in forthcoming editions of the Bible, all 
(things not done by hands of flesh should be 
stated as performed by this newly-discovered 
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rather a new id nd when perfected, and t 
sermons | blished. will t dition 
the liter t Í I } i 1h be 
reviewed i tological 
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My pay ing or han I had ir 
tended I theref an't say much about n 
own experience In OF I H tion Sul- 
fice it to y., tl the spirits of the di parted do 
speak to us, and impre n several ways 
The evidence I have on this head is perfectly 
satisfactory to n If; but the relation of it 


w ild be no eviden í to anothe Fa each must 


have the evidence for himself and in himself 
To those who lack this evidense 1 ay, wait 


awhile. Every day develops some new truth, 


or presents old truth in a new and understand- 
able form, and the world is probably yet quite 
young. It is often said, that spirits do not tell 
us anything that we did not know before. This 
however, is contrary to my experience; but, 
suppose they tell us things which we have nu 
aculty to comprehend, would not doubt and 
listrust fill the reasoning and reflecting mind— 
so that sympathy, if not pity, is due to the 
spirits. In their mission to this perverse gene- 
ration, they come to their own, and their own 
receive them not; but to as many as receive 
them, to them give they power to advance in 
goodness and truth J. S 
AveBuURN, Jan. 5, 1853 


= —— +e oe OO 


To THe Enron oF THE Sp. TELEGRAPH 

My Dear Sir : In the last two numbers of your pa- 
per I find several questions under review, regarding 
which, in my humble opinion, some further comment 
is required. Although undoubtedly it would be pre- 
sumptuous in any one individual to think of clearing 
up and elucidating all the marvels of Spiritualism, as 
they come before the public. Stil! it is incumbent on 
friends to the cause, to aid in the solution of all diff- 
culties as they arise. With reference then, in the first 
place, to your own leading article of December 4, en- 
titled ** Mr. Davie’ address,” I must frankly confesz 
that I can not at all see how the greundwork of all 
cursing and swearing, &c 
audaciously claimed for the “ Holy Books” of all na- 
tions, would be quietly excavated and cleared away, 
if some choicer terms of language were employed in 
our translations 
Davie deliver the address in question, at Hartford, 
Conn., previous to his trip to the West, and know that 
it is not incorrectly reported in this particular, viz., 


I had the pleasure of hearing Mr 


with reference to the vocabulary of the profane man 
being found in the Bible. I much admire your plat- 
form with regard to being a follower of no man, and 
although I am a great admirer of Davis, and no won- 
der, when I was convinced of the “Immortality of 
man,” by perusing his * Principles of Nature,” &c., 
still I criticise him myself. In the above address, I 
understand him to mean thot the profane man, no 
matter who he may be, can trace not only his 
beautiful phraseology, but what is of much more 
importance, the origin of his ideas on profane subjects, 
if 1 may be allowed the expression, to the Bible 
When I say profane subjects, I allude to the theories 


of a D—), a H—1, d—n, which, however, have been | 


generally classed among the sacred; but they have 
been proved over and over again to have originated in 
Asiatic mythology. To me, the doctrine of D—n, om- 
ployed by a person troubled with a rather too promi- 
nent development of the organ of Combnativeness, re- 
sembles a patent revolver in the hands of a bandit. 
The anathema, however, may be hurled not only by 
the rowdy but by the priest. I hope this is not too 


strong language. If true, it can scarcely be so 


As to profane terms, the evil lies all in the idea; 


for the term d—d is only profane when used in refer- 


ence to a certain place, and certain old gentleman, 
who shall be nameless. When applied, for example, 
to an embankment, or obstruction to a water-course, 
it ceases to be considered profane. The alteration | 
that the Bible requires in order to gain the point 
aimed atin your leading article referred to, would be 
in my opinion something like the repairs for the 
Highlander’s gun, requiring à new lock, a new stock, 
and a new barrel! Of course I only refer now tothe 
doctrine, par excellence, diabolical ; for the heavenly 


, which Mr. Davis has so! 
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** JESUS CHRIST : 
HIS POSITION IN THE SPIRIT-WORLD 
Mr. Ex R: In my two former letters on this it 


teresting question, I attempted to show Mr. Orton 


and those wi may think as he doe that revelation 

I g le n determining tl rany 
ther important r n is doctrine, unaided by reason 
s go a little further andl say that it was never de 
gned by the Deity to relieve us from the necegsity of 


thinking, investigating and reasoning, but rather as 
iD assistant and incentive to that mental activity 
which grows out of the habit of ¢ irefully, yet fear- 
lessly, analyzing every proposition presented to the 
mind If revelation were designed to save us the 
trouble of thinking in reference to matters of faith, 


ind enable us to go and get “a faith” ready made to 


our hand as we would to a clothing store to get n 


rea ly made coat, how signally has it failed of its ob- 


What item of religious doctrine is held by all Chris 


1 


tians Not one. If. we except, perhaps, the exist- 


ence of n Supreme Being, there is not a solitary doc- 


trine, that I can now call to mind, but is re 
some portion of the, so-called, christian world. Even 
the immortality of the spirit is rejected by a large 
and respectable number of persons, who prove their 
peculiar tenets by an appeal to the same infallible 
standard, revelation. Sois it with the doctrine un 
der discussion If “ Christ is God,” then has revela 
tion also here failed to perform its mission, for there 
are thousands who can not find it in the * standard 


of revealed truth 


This marked diversity of sentiment among chris- 
tians on all the great and fundamental items of faith 
ought to set the world to thinking as to the correct- 
ness of this idea, of infallible standards of truth. If 
the Supreme Intelligence had wished to give such a 
revelation to man as should fix every truth, necessary 
for him, beyond all controversy or doubt, could he not 
and would he not have been successful in accomplish- 
Who can doubt it That he has not 
done this, is the most conclusive proof that he did not 
wish to do it. And, if he bad done so, would he not 


ing that wish 


have acted unwisely and in direct hostility to man’s 
best interests? (I speak it reverently.) Would an 
earthly parent act wisely by so thinking and acting 
for his children, as to make it unnecessary for them to 
think or act That which would be wrong or unwise 
in us, let us not attrribute to our Heavenly Father! 

' 


Atus reason from what we know 


Jf God above and "man below 


Our whole system cf thoughts and opinions on the 
subject of revelation and its true object demand a 
careful revision, ag well as its source and the chan 
nels through which it comes to ue. We have to long 
been in the habit of looking atit, (the Bible,) as some- 
thing supernatural and miraculous, and as being the 
“word of God,” containing bis will to man, that we 
have imbibed a feeling of awe and reverence for it 
which is unfavorable to correct reasoning, and para- 
lyzing to the mind 

Let the world understand, (what is evidently true), 
that the Deity has never made a direct revelation 
toman, on any subject or at any time, and this mor- 
bid veneration, this superstitious awe will give place 
Let it be 
known that all the revealments that have been made 
from the 


channel, and by virtue of an inherent capacity or sus- 


to rational thoughts and correct opinion 
nseen world have flowed through a natural 


ceptibility of the human mind as the medium of ites re- 
ception and transmission, then will they be a blessing 
toman. The Bible-history, together with the history 
of modern revelations, prove incontestibly that the 
source of these is, not God, but inferior agencies, 
spirits of our departed fricnds, who have ever been 
hovering over us, anxiously and affectionately trying 
to impart to us a word of encouragement snd instruc- 
tiou, Occasionally they have been enabled to pene- 
trate the shell of gross materiality in which we are en- 
veloped ; occasionally they have found a person so fa- 
| vorably organized and so aided by surrounding cir- 
| cumstances as to develop his interior or spiritual fac- 
ulties, or in other words, to render his spirit accessi- 
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\ urce of knowledge, not a iowm/ledge \teelf 
Yours fraternally, D Cony, M. D 


WauKeoAan, Il., Deo. 8, 1852 
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FACTS AND OPINIONS. 


Gii T Va, Di 0U, 1502 
Faenp PARTRIDOK The follewing letter 
will in part explain itself. It was written by 


the individual whose name is subscribed to it in 
unswer to a request made by the gentleman to 
whom it is addressed, that he would give a state- 
ment of bis experience im and opinion of the 
spirit communication 

opinion for or aginst the, so-called, spirit com- 
munications, candor induces me to state that I 
am well acquainted with the writer of this letter, 
and know him to be a man of good education 
ound judgment, of varied and extensive infor- 
mation and unimpeachable character, In fact, 
he is one of the most prominent men in the 
county (Wayne, Pa.) in which he resides. He 
is well known in that County and is highly re- 
If you think 
proper ,you can insert the letter in the Spirit- 
B. E. Guitp 


SETHANY, Dec. 16, 1862 


spected by all who know him 
AL TELEGRAPH 


Friend Ames: Your late letter was duly received 
It is true 1 have spent much time in investigating the 
Spiritual Manifestations. The subject has been one 
to me of all-absorbing interest. ‘‘ Ifa man die shall 
he live again ?” is a question that I often revolved in 
my mind with a painful solicitude, years before the 
modern spiritual manifestations made their appear- 
ance, There are but few men of candid, thinking, en- 
quiring minds but must at times, wish with intensity 
for more assuring and unmistakeable evidences, that 
there is a conscious intelligent principle or essence 


called spirit that survives the death of the body. I 


believe that the manifestations in question do farnish | and had given many benutifal illustrations of it, but | man beings who have left this sphere 


an abundance of evidence to prove the following posi 
tions, to wit 1 That the soul survives the body 
2. That in its disembodied state the soul or spirit re- 
tains a perfect consciousness of preexistence, and 3 
That it is capable of acting upon, impressing. and in- 
fluencing, as well as communicating with spirits that 
are yet confined in bodily forms. 
with a full knowledge of all the theories that have 
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their remembrance and affection Une thing appeared 
strange to the family and t vera) young persons 
who were from a distance making them a visit. IfI 
ł nted my Kad the Ff i iter a respor J 
iw the ppings would è and would not be re 
sumed until I came bach gain Now they were all 
tiefed that ] did not make the inde and | know 
that I did not. Now the medium was not a meamer 
subject—had never been magnetized aad ild not be 
very enaily udging from his constitution and tem 
porament What then was the cause? The spirit: 
being called on, told us the reason to be, that the un 


belief and perturbation of those present had a repel 
ing and disturbing influence However, aa if to show 
that my mind did not influence the medium, the spir 
ites afterward conversed after I left the room rhe 
medium was about If years of age, a very oan lid in 


telligent young man. 1 understand that being ridi 


iled, he has not set as a meliom since I left him. As 


regards physical manifestations—as the moving of ta 


les, I have seen much of it, I have seen a table 


Without expressing any moved in my own house over n hundred times, under | 


circumstances that pre luded all por ibility of trick 
or collusion I have seen n table moved five feet ata 
time, when no one was within that distance of it, not 
‘even the medium The table was my own, in my own 
house, prepared with my own hands. I have seen 
things that I do not choose to relate at present, ns I 
would not nak people to believe too much at once 
Let the unbelieving ecoff and cry humbug, itis all 
they can say. and they are generally themselves great 
humbugs and ‘full of sound and fary signifying 
nothing.’ 

But I must close Perhaps I may, hereafter, sen ] 
you some of the beautifal communications that I have 
And ne 
I have heard all the mean things that have been 


received from my deceased mother and sister 


meanly said, 1] may notice some of the objections 

| brought against the spiritual theory, I am very 

happy in my belief—death is disrobed of its terrors 
Yours in haste, 


P, G, Goononicnu 
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NEW-YORK CONFERENCE. 


FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA 


[WEEKLY REPORT.) 


A 


FPraipay Evenina, Dec. 31, 1852 
Mr. Williams remarked on the science of correspond- 
ences He said that Swedenborg had spoken of it 


he had not revealed the science; as a proof of this, he 
asserted that no Swedenborgian teacher had enlarged 
the area of correspondential truth in the least. They 
lived wholly on what Swedenborg had discovered 

and of necessity, for they bad no science by which to 


enlarge beyond him. Mr. W. thinks that science of 


I declare my belief | the last importance to a correct uncerstanding of | will of a circle may 


Scripture. It can come only by direct revelation from 


lev “a pt i Wi he 
ia the glad Ifi Í ty to teat and iny 
1 i} a j ` w ho had always 
tained that a y is instructions and devotion 
ild I i more tion against medi 
j i af pensation for their time, than 
l to payi i Í 
Dr. Hatoek me it Í ly of Mr. Pnydor, of 
Astoria, who were good rap; mediu likely to 
at l selvas in the ty thew wy 
rear ment i pert ted 
Dr. Grew f Milw na lo rin 
nl J nit whom } t ghi wht beindu lie 
loonte her ile gave an a nt of an interview 
to-day with a medium, before wholly unknown, whe 
gave her nmur tior n ngs, improvised both 
a to word od mu They were addressed specif 
lly to persone pr at nd tained teste of iden 
tity n well ney fof exaltation of mind language 
and thought, far above the ordinary plane of the 
mediam 
The following unfinished mmunioation, given the 
evening prev ie thr gh the ray | I’. Fowler, 
mnediimewae read 


You question whether Independent human will le 
consiatent with some of ir former sertion Ha 
man wills may be compared to a bundle of muscles 
while they are free to a certain extent to not, they 
are individually held in check from erratic action by 
the whole 

In answer to question, it was further explained 

By all human wills Fach individual repre 
fonta n muscle, and the bundle represents the Uni 
verso.” 

One of the circle suggested that by the term Uni 
| verso, the human family or world was intended. This 
seemed to be assented to, but to make it a.jll more 
clear, Mr. Partridge asked if the operative influences 
do not extend below the human in the natural 
world 

Ans You know, friend Partridge, that matter 
is subject to mind, therefore we w ould say ‘human.’ 
Anon, more.” 
| Mr. Williams agreed with Mr. Partridge that no 
At present, dis- 
When the science of 


man should dogmatize for another 
cordant opinions must prevail 
correspondences is revealed from the Spiritual World, 
there shall come to pass the saying, “* All shall know 
the Lord, from the least to the grea test,” &c., ke 


Mach conversation ensued respecting a question 


raised by Mr. G. Willets, to how many of the 
| strange or disorderly manifestations, now so common, 
are really spiritual 

Mr. Williams thinks them all spiritual, bat many 
| of them on a very low plane—the foolish things come 
| from false or evil spirita 
| Mr. Partridge says many of the alleged spiritual 
phenomena can be induced by magnetism, and he was 
unwilling to class human magnetic influence with 
| Spiritualism, in the sense in which that term is obvi- 


ously understood. What he understands by a Bpiri- 
tual manifestation, is, that which is produced by bu- 
He can not 


regard the efforts of biologists as such, and thinks s 


| broad distinction should be drawn between such phe- 


nomens and fair, open and indisputable spirit-enun 


ciations 

Mr. Willets gave an instance, and cited many facts 
from his own experience, to show that the prevailing 
cause mesmeric mediuma to act as 


if under spirit-influence, and to be themselves de- 


been brought forward to account for the phenomena | the Spirit-world, and he intimated that a glimmering | ceived as to the origin of their demonstrations, and 


in question—including the meemeric, clairvoyant, od 
force, magnetic-electric, &c., &c. In giving you a 
chapter of my experience I know not where to begin; 
for a large volume would not hold an account of all 
that I have seen and heard that has been highly inter- 
esting tome, I have seen twelve or fifteen mediums, 
rome male, some female—generally healthy persons 
without any marked peculiarities. Most of the mani- 


festations were in the presence of mediums before 


| whom the sounds are made upon chairs, tables, sofas, 


| 


ble to them, and to whom they communicated such | 


knowledge and instruction ns they were enabled to 
impress on his mind. Their success depended entirely 
on the degree of unfolding and susceptibility of the 
medium As no medium in the body can be wholly 
above those disturbing influences which act from with- 
out, and the clogs of his own unperfected physical or- 
ganism, eo itis not probable that any communication 
coming through such an imperfect channel, can be, in 
all respects, free from imperfection. Besides, it it wer 


doors, &c., when the mediums were not in contact 
with them. I have seen mediums before whom the 
manifestations would commence by rappings and then 
the mediums would pass into the entranced state, and 
in that state they would deliver the messages of the 
spirits, either by speaking or writing. I have seen 
some writing mediums Sut they were not very well 
developed, and the communications not as reliable as 
those obtained before the mediums in whore presence 
the communications are rapped out 

Out of twelve or fifteen mediums I have found but 
three that were well developed. Before those three I 


have asked probably a thousand questions, and bave 


been present at more than a hundred sittings or cir- | the avennes to spiritual progress with the rubbish of | 


clee—many of them held at my own house—and I 
never received untruthful answers, regarding ages, 
dates, events and things that I knew all about. But 
I have been told things that I did not believe at the 
time—but found out afterwarde—that the communi- 


€ orrespond 


of it had sọ come to him; and by way of illustration 
he proceeded to say : There are seven days of cres- 
tion (intrinsically); seven commands in the Deca- 


logue; seven states or conditions blessed in the ser- | ence does not cover all cases of gesticulating media 


mon on the mount; seven petitions in the Lord's 
prayer ; seven views of external creation, and seven 
Churches in Asia. This was the key to the Divinity, 
or Divine Humanity of the Bible, and of the Lord 


Jesus Christ 


Beptimime, or the science of sevens, ap- 


plied to Nature and to the Bible, will vindicate the | 


Divine origin of both, and make them scientifically to 


This iden was fully accorded with and further èn- 
larged upon by Mr. Fishbough 

Mr. Partridge thinks it unwise to divert these Con- 
ferences from their original purposes, viz: the rela- 
tion of spiritual experiences, and the friendly inter 
change of views thereon, to a controversial discussion 
of disputed texta of Scripture and attempia to bend 
Spiritual manifestations and communications to foster 
this or that theological dogma. The result of such 
discussion, for a thousand years past, does not partic- 
ularly commend their continuance They choke up 
personal prejudices. This idea that our spirits are 
the only pure and wise, and the only commissioned of 


the Lord, simply because they are made through us, 


thus to cause others to be misled in this important 
particalar 

Mr. Pishbough maintains that psy hological infia - 
He instanced the French ecatatics The Society of 
Friends were called Quakers in derision of this very 
fact; also the Shakers, &o., &c. Manifestations of 
the kind alluded to have occurred to pessons when 
alone, when human mesmeric intluence was out of the 


question. Mr. F. explained at some length his phi- 


| losophy of the case, based on facts in his experience, 


which, by request, be intimated his willingness to 
write out 
Mr. Allen thinks it our beet course to exclude the 


Spiritual hypothesis in all cases where we can. He 
thinks we ought not to assume that spirits utter by 
gesture, or otherwise, anything which we can, by any 


possible mode, ascribe to an earthly origin 


Adjourned R. T. Hattocs, Seey 


oe 


pas" The letters of Dr. Richmond, in reply to 


the present series by the Editor, will be published 


in the TELEGRAPH as they are reecived 


a a 


par The concluding Lecture of Mr. Fishbough’s 


very instructive Course, will be given at Friendship 


or other doubtfal media, te confirm our idea of this | Hall, No. 149, Weat Sixteenth-Street, on Monday 


or that passage of Scripture, or of Swedenborg’s sci- evening next 


Sabject—The Spiritual World 


——— $e 


cating intelligence was right and that I had been | ence of correspondences, the views of Luther, Wesley, 
wrongly informed. I know that Esquire Spaugenberg, | or Calvin, or our own preachers’ theory, is mere sec- 
at my house, asked the age of his mother when she | tarian dust which only blinds our eyes that we can 
died, What purported to be her spirit rapped out | not discern truth, and thus we are left to wallow in 
the number of years. He said it was wrong. The {tbe mire of self-conceit, Mr. P. desires modern spir- 
same number was rapped out again. He was notsat- | itualism to be investigated in the light of reason and 
isfied, went home, examined his oll family record, and | science, and accounted for, if it can be, on mundane 


Æ A distinguished English Geologist, recently 
stated, in conversation with a friend of ours, that, 
among the results to which Layard and Rawlinson 
have been led by their researches at Nineveh, ia the 
following : That the prophecies of Daniel were un- 
doubtedly written after the events to which they re- 


fer had taken place, and that the whole of this book 
is probably nothing bat a political satire! This, 


| came back with tears in his eyes and told us that the principles; and if it can not be so explained—he be- | though suppressed by Layard in bis work. has been 


| 
| 


spirit was correct, regarding her age 
since been a believer. When I commenced investiga- | allowed to go naked until its own scientific covering 


tion I generally asked my questions mentally and I) is developed, tham the subject should be found to 


He has ever j p.sven it can not—be prefers that the phenomena be communicated to the London Asiatic Society, by Ma- 
jor Rawlinson, and will probably soon appear in its 


published transactions 
In one of the works upon Egyptian Hieroglyphics, 


alwayrhad my questions answered right if I kept my | wear the old theologic garmente. What the people [recently published in Germany, Which bas come un 


mind on mwy question 
spirit of my father, I once had a passage of scripture | intercourse. Constant inquiries are made at bis office 

selected for me, the applicability and import of which | for opportunities to witness these demonstrations, and | 
no one knew but myself. To me it was one of the’ he is sorry to say there is but one place in this city 


By what purported to be the | Want is facts, to demonstrate our claims to spiritual der our notice, is æ table of Commandments copied 
from an inseription of the date of one of the elder 


Pharaohs. These are more in number than the Jew- 
ish Decalogue, but some six or eight of them are the 


| same.— N: Y. Tribune 
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EXPERIMENTS AND EXPERIENCES y yout 


-aada it Mrs. P. took the mediam » with a medium so frivolous, or, in any respect 
= I sister was on 8 ge | Sensual, prejudiced, or selfish in the prevalent traits 

i i Bath ‘ahe would ne m- | of his character? You suggest that a good circle 
fort T r child was playing in ti om. | might in time perfect” an imperfect medium. So 
The sounds red, and the child who was play- | it might, always provided the medium were inclined 
ing asked e spirit of little Mary was there The | © correct his own disagreeable dispositions and traits 
S r three light raps ħaracter ; for even here the rule of mutual rela- 

E . r.¥ tions holds good. It in incorrect idea that the € 
n i a re, bu 1 been hopeful f the medium consi ultogether in physical | 
theory might be truth. She got | @ualifications. A good physical condition is essential 
à seat near the table, say to the free 
z that my I's spir ’ 7 
\ffir ray 

Then is my child. she will tell me some- | £904 development of character in the medium—the 


shi eon e 
ling to cony 


pened here.” 


* Answer — You gave me the blocks to play with 
M I wW w l t 1 
Mary fed Johnny and me with the rice when she lay 
the bed 
So the conversation was kept up for two hours, 


tween the moth 


Sionally a questir 


would always be answered before he could complete 


the utterance of it 


The epirit- 


light in the commt 


wh hittling, and asking questions 
i > spirit of her grandmother took her 
iw s—and was now assisting her to spell 


and communicate. The weeping mother was not only 


fully convinced, but almost perfectly reconciled to 
her loss.” 

The above incident is beautiful, and corresponds 
with several of a | 


like character with which I had be- 
fore be 


jusinted. You cite it to show “ that 
t proofs of 


identity dey end more upon the circle than the medi- 


truthful communications and the spirit’s 


um.” You say: 

“There was no philosophizing in this circle—no 
endeavors to account for these things on any bypoth- 
It was atmo- 


esis—no caviling—no suspicions an 


shere that the spirits delight in.” 

You also remark that, ‘ under other circumstances, 
you bave seen nothing satisfactory, in a circle with 
the same medium, and all apparently in harmony.’ 

I do not know that I can agree with you that cor- 
rect communications depend ‘‘ more” upon the circle 
than the medium; but I think we can safely affirm 
that there is a mutual relation between the circle and 
medium, which makes a good circle and a good medi- 
um of equal importance to the other; or, which would 
make a bad medium as unfavorable to reliable man- 


è me—tell me something that has hap- | more Christ-like, the more loving and truthf 


‘ Aunt | truthful medium, that 


rand her spirit-child, with occa- 
p put by the living child, which | month, it may be, wrestling with undeveloped ín- | hearts and life, as to astonish themselves and oth- 


hild seemed to de- 
2 with her former playmate, 


| times 
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r T 
v f. w 
r B be a 
: ge. a w re) g 
r F ad s world e . af : 
` ` reon s a 7 F j T 
I r kd ry kad > now tw 
la ` i, w sre tak 
> i rong oppos n on the part of th 
>S Sada you can't move the tab wh lid certain Jews in thet of Christ, think 
The table began to move they are the peculiar people of God, to whom, and 
You can't move it any further,” said he I de- | thr ugh whom alone, he will make all the revelation 
he wishes to give to man 
i ! r i ) wass . i 
: A number of media are members of churches, where 
F : ; S w sir 
. y are ged endure much precaution ‘ for 
’ w 4 T s regular fr . 
- aE ae n's sake Several avowed Atheists bevo been 
wiin t n t $ t 
ed to forsake r and te believe in the e 
r y wer 
~ and living God; wh > a number of persons have 
T? ttle 


Pit you w i — y OR x 
~ 1ir—you w ak 
` n : at vw 
ar raj £ rce 
Is th good sophy—to return ¢ 
yes: ar the tret ra gain r 
33 kind of joking answer, was it not ł 
igain 
responded the thrice-repeated rap, on 


concerned, 


far as the circle 


cially in all manifestations of force or power; but all ceed we must obey, and persevere 


brother H., under the most favorable condi- 


what can be | 


had their attentions arrested by communications from 


cir spirit-friends, and are now seeking to prepare 
ves for that great change of entering a bright- 
r xist e 


A number of circles have been formed, and broken, 
r wan à proper spirit and harmony in the mate- 
T wi they were composed. There has been 


» much of a looking for great and marvelous things, 


a deep, sincere secking for truth, and im- 


in the heart and life 
We have been repeatedly told that if we would ad- 
ance in spirituality, and re e higher manifesta- 


from evils in 


th 


ions, we must free ourselves 


thought, word, and deed, which clog our upward pro- 
gress, and keep our spirits bound to earth, and its 
that we should look 


and to 


to 
imitate 


contaminations. In short, 


Jesus as our great exemplar, strive 
him, making the precepts which he taught our creed 
and intercourse with each other. Then 


light and truth as we were pre- 


guide in ou 


we should receive 
pared to receive them. Failing to fulfil these require- 
ments, and not having the patience to wait, till by 
1 could 


we have failed in obtaining high mani 


eying we assist in the development of the 


media, ta- 


tions, and becoming discouraged, interest has been 


lost, and circles were broken 


I write this because others may be in the same con- 


and full flow of spiritual influence, espe- | dition, and for the purpose of saying if we would suc- 


I have had the 


truthful demonstrations depend altogether upon a pleasure of meeting, for the past six months, once a 


the 


dis 


mind and heart, the better. If, therefore, a pure and 


tk medium would be under the 


nec 
at all times, himself keep in view and labor to pro- 
mote the cultivation of his interior man. 


1 circle should undertake to perfect the un- communications of a pure and elev 


ssity of cooperating with the circle in spirit, and | Whom we hope to see true and sincere. 


week in a circle of four. Our number was small, but 


we had a oneness of heart and purpose, causing our 


interviews to be harmonious and sweet, and our 
ating character 


Our number has now increased to a doze 


I think that were the friends to strive more to 


practice the precepts given, instead of seeking won- | 


But, what circle would want to sit month after | derful manifestations, not so much to purify their 


| fluences, 


and waiting the slow stages of progress in 


an individual, whose habits and tone of thought have 


been, during all his life time, untoward and irregular ? 
| It is not neces 


ary. The reliable qualities in the best 


add that the child-spirit told her | ™ lia at present known, have been the results of 


mental and moral training in the individual, and in 
| some cases years of trial and affliction in calling out 
the nobler traits of the soul have been decidedly con- 
| ducive to the excellence of a medium. ‘The best way, 


| therefore, is to have a good circle and a good medi- | 


jum, as they are both mutually necessary one to the | 


| éther in producing good manifestations. It 
| enough that the medium and circle be merely passive, 


nor simply that they believe in spiritual intercourse. 


You speak of ** harmony ;” but harmony means some- 
es less, ac the 
breadth and capacity of a person’s idea. Not to be 


in the least indefinite on this point, I say—Let active 


more and somet 


yrding to 


love for God and the Human Race predominate in the 
circle and the medium—let that pure, confiding, af- 
fectionate nature, which harbors not one dark thought 
of Deity, nor one feeling of prejudice or ill will against 


any of his creatures, be the cherished and paramount 
feeling of every individual concerned in a spiritual 
sitting, and then will Heaven descend in sweetness 
and angel tides of truth ; and light will pour in upon 
It is by 
virtue of having a medium in whom this spirit pre- 
eminently prevails, and by sssociating her with 
brethren and friends who fully yield themselves to 


the hearts and consciences of all present. 


ifestations in a good circle, as a poor circle would be | the same spirit, that we succeed so well in our ‘* Bea- 


in the presence of a good medium. I have seen an 
excellent rapping medium, in a good circle, fail al 
most entirely of obtaining communications, merely 
because a slight occurrence had previously clouded 
her mind, and aroused her resentful feelings. The 
éounds would come, butirregularly, feebly, and with- 
out connection. I have seen what I believe to be an 
admirable clairvoyant ond writing medium fail, al- 
most entirely, in attaining her clairvoyant condition, 
in consequence of trepidation created by the presence 
of a stranger. 

Young G., a well known medium for almost all va- 
rieties of manifestations, has frequently interfered 
with the gratification and enjoyment of his best cir- 
cles, by his whimsical irritability. 
when some of my friends were present at a sitting at 
H——, the spirits did nothing during a great portion 
of the time but rebuke him. At every repeated call 
for manifestations they would simply rap his name 
And if occasional irascibility or nervousnesness on 
the part of a generally reliable medium unfavorably 
affects the manifestations, even in the best circle, 
what may be expected from a medium who is habitu- 
ally ill-tempered, vulgar, or profane? There are 
some such; and Ido not believe that even in a circle 


On one occasion, 


con Light” Circle, entering into communion with ex- 
alted spirits from whom Ihave never heard through 
any other circle; and getting everything correct. 
And any imperfect medium, by attending such a cir- 
cle as a learner, rather than as a medium, will im- 
prove. Even if he be at a distance and will yield 
himself to the advice of the ruling spirits of such a 
circle, to cultivating himself by himself, he will im- 
prove. A remarkable instance of this I will give you 
in my next letter on “ Spiritual Possession. 
Yours cordially, D. J. MANDELL. 

Athol, Mass. 


MESSAGES 

TROM THE SUPERIOR STATE; communicated by 
John Murray, through John M. Spear, in the 
summer of 1852. Containing important instruction 
to the Inhabitants of the Earth. Carefully prepared 
for publication, with a sketch of the Author's earthly 
life, and a brief description of the Spiritual Experi- 
ence of the Medium, By 8,C, Hewitt. ‘* The letter 
killeth: but the spirit giveth life.” Boston: Bela 

Marsh, 25 Cornhill, Boston. Price 50 cents. 
For sale by Bela Marsh, Boston; Partridge & Brit- 
tan, No. 3 Courtland-st., and Fowlers and Wells, New 


of saints they would be correct and truthfal, unless, | york City, and D. M. Dewey, Rochester, N. Y, 


is not | 


ers, and in the formation of circles seek not so 
much for numbers, as to have all sincere and har- 
monious, they would be more successful in advanc- 
ing the cause of progress, and spirituality. 


We have the variety of manifestations that are 


had in other places, though many are not as pow- 
erful, owing to want of development in the media. 
We have frequently interesting facts that go to | 
prove the reality of an intelligence beyond ourselves, 
without a doubt. I will relate one: 

A lady whose little daughter, about eight years of 


age, is n medium, was in the habit of almost daily 
holding communion with her father’s spirit. One 
day on sitting at the table no responses were had 
for some minutes. When they came, the following 
was received : 
‘IT cvuld not respond sooner; I was with your mo- 
ther.” 

“ Will you tell me how mother is?” 

“ She is very sick.” 

“ Will she not get well?” 

“No” 

“Shall I not see her again ? 


“ No; unless you go to-night.” 


The mother was living some thirty miles distant. | 
The day but one after, she started to visit her mother, | 
and urrived as the friends were returning from the 
grave of her parent, whose sickness had been short, | 
and of which she had received no intelligence, ex- 


cept in the way I have described 


Hundreds of similar cases might be related, if all 
could be known, which go to place, beyond a doubt, | 


the fact of a medium by which intelligence is ob- | 
tained, independently of our ordinary faculties. 
L, W. FLETCHER., 
N. B.—I saw a few weeks ago a request made that | 
some explanation might be given of a communication 
purporting to come from J. Fulmer, which proved to | 
be an extract from A. J. Davis. I will relate one 
similar, which may aid in the investigation : 


[i 
A medium had a communication, of ten or twelve 


pages, written through her hand, as fast as the 
hand could move. 


The language was most beautiful. 
Part of it was written in my presence. The medium ! 
I know to be incapable of committing to memory a | 
piece of the same length, and transferringit to paper, 
verbatim et punctuatim. Yet I afterward discovered 
it to be extracts from a tract, called ‘ Literary At- 
tractions of the Bible,” a book which the medium had 
never read, Still it was covied exactly, every word, 
letter, and point, y 

At first I was confounded. Now I do not see why 
such things may not sometimes happen, where spir- 
its wishing to give their friends a good communica- 
tion, and do not compose readily, why it may not be 
that they will commit plagiarism. The answer I re- | 


ft 


| one until the subscription is paid. 


|in the Bangor Theological Seminary—together with a 


m a e en) 
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agents, to the treatment of the sick, and will continue 
to make Clairvoyant Examinations, and to give such 


diagnostic and therapeutic suggestions as are required 


in the successful practice of the healing art. 

Terns :—For Clairvoyant examinations inclu ting 
prescriptions, $5, if the patient be present, and $ 
When the person to be examined caa 
not be present, by reason of extreme illness, distance 
or other circumstances, Mrs: M. will require a lock 
of the patient's hair 

Mrs, Mettler also gives psychometrical delipeations 
of character by having a letter from the unknowa 

erson, which, without unfolding, is placed against 
os forehead—Terms for psychometrical readings, §3 
each, always in advance 

Address DR. J. R. METTLER, 
No. § College-st., Hartford, Conn. 


Printed by H., Cuar Rerwowns, No. 208 Broadway. 


